Join Our Team as a Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA)!
Location: Dovecote School, Shapwick, Bridgwater
Hours: 37.5 hours per week, term-time only
Type: Permanent
Salary: Competitive (because you're worth it!)
Closing Date: 30th November 2024
Interview Date: Week beginning 9th December 2024
About Us
Nestled in the heart of rural Somerset, Dovecote School is an Ofsted-rated "Outstanding" independent special school with a big heart. We specialise in providing education for amazing young people aged 5-18 years with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA), and associated social, emotional, and mental health (SEMH) needs. Our students are brilliant, unique, and brimming with potential—your job is to help unlock it!
Why Join Us?
Working at Dovecote isn’t just a job; it’s a chance to make a difference, grow professionally, and be part of a supportive community that genuinely cares. Here’s what we offer:
· A welcoming school culture where diversity is celebrated, and individuality is embraced.
· The opportunity to work with passionate colleagues and extraordinary students.
· Access to fantastic CPD opportunities to help you grow and thrive in your career.
· Enhanced DBS and update service paid for (we’ve got you covered!).
What’s the Role?
We’re looking for an enthusiastic and compassionate Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) to join our incredible team. Every day is different here, and you’ll play a pivotal role in shaping the future of our students.
Here’s a taste of what you’ll be doing:
· Inspiring Learning: Support teachers in delivering creative lessons that engage and excite our students.
· One-to-One Support: Build meaningful connections with students, offering personalised interventions that help them thrive.
· Making a Difference: Use your skills to unlock potential in students with autism, PDA, and other complex needs.
· Teamwork Makes the Dream Work: Collaborate with teachers, therapists, and other staff to ensure our students succeed academically and emotionally.
Who Are We Looking For?
We want someone who’s as passionate about our mission as we are. Could that be you?
· Experience working with children or young people with autism, PDA, or SEN is a bonus.
· A HLTA qualification (or equivalent experience) is desirable—but if you’re eager and willing to learn, we want to hear from you!
· A friendly, patient, and proactive approach.
· Brilliant communication skills (and a good sense of humour doesn’t hurt!).
Dovecote’s Values
We’re not just about education; we’re about creating a space where everyone—staff and students alike—feels valued, supported, and included.
Safeguarding
We take safeguarding seriously—like, really seriously. All successful applicants will undergo an Enhanced DBS check and social media screening.
Apply Now!
So, if you’re looking for a role where every day is rewarding, no two days are the same, and you’ll go home knowing you’ve made a real difference, this is it!
Be part of something amazing—join the Dovecote family!

